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The Industrial 
Revolution
Machines, factories and a changing world
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INTRODUCTION



Steam, coal and iron changed 
how people live and work — for 
good.

Why it matters
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REMEMBER

It changed work, family 
life and the environment.

Overview

● Began in Britain in the late 18th century

● Shift from hand tools to machines

● Factories and cities grew rapidly

● Spread to Europe, America and beyond
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BACKGROUND
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1764
Spinning jenny
Faster thread making

1769
Steam engine
A much-improved design

1825
Railways
First public steam railway

1850s
Spread
Industry across Europe

Key dates
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01

Resources

Coal and iron nearby.

02

Inventions

Machines boosted output.

03

Markets

Colonies supplied and 
bought goods.

Causes and conditions
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EVENTS
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Photo

Inventors
ENGINEERS

Built new machines.

Photo

Workers
LABOUR

Long hours, low pay.

Photo

Owners
INDUSTRIALISTS

Invested in mills and mines.

Who was involved
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01 Cottage Work at home by hand

02 Machines Water and steam power

03 Factories Workers move to towns

04 Railways Goods move fast

From cottage to factory
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Area Change Effect

Work Machines Mass production

Transport Railways Faster trade

Cities Urban growth Crowded housing

Dates are approximate where historians differ.

At a glance
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IMPACT
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Before

• Farming economy

• Work by hand

• Small villages

After

• Factory economy

• Machine production

• Growing cities
vs

Before and after
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01

Technology

Modern machines.

02

Labour laws

Rights for workers.

03

Environment

Start of large-scale 
pollution.

Legacy
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Image

Discussion questions

● Who gained and who lost?

● How did colonies feel the effects?

● Compare factory work then and now

● Is there a new industrial revolution 
today?
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History lives on
Thank you for listening.
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